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Monday, March 16, 2020

2" Joint Statement Concerning Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19)

Due to the rapidly evolving situation surrounding the Coronavirus pandemic (“COVID-197), the
Coptic Orthodox Church must comply with the guidelines of the Centers for Disease Control
(*CDC™) and other public health authorities to limit gatherings to very small numbers. Effective
immediately, the churches of the Coptic Orthodox Archdiocese in New Jersey and the Diocese of
New York and New England will limit liturgical attendance strictly to priests and select
deacons. Moreover, it 1s mandated that any church from which a congregant has tested positive
for COVID-19 must close for a minimum of two (2) weeks. These measures are being taken as
part of the Church’s efforts to mitigate the spread of the virus and safeguard the health and well-
being of the faithful. Currently, several members of the Coptic community have tested positive
for COVID-19.

Qur faith in the holy Body and the precious Blood of our Lord 1s beyond doubt. We know that
partaking of the holy, life-giving and healing mysteries, in the words of St. Ignatius, is “the
medicine of immortality and the antidote to sin.” At the same time, the Church must legally,
morally, and spiritually act responsibly by actively participating in social distancing and
following guidelines of the CDC and local health authorities,

His Grace Bishop David and the fathers of the churches are commuitted to continue praying
liturgies and offering the oblations during these tryving times on behalf of their respective
congregations, while 1t is still legally permissible and in accordance with guidelines We ask that
our congregations participate in the liturgy by live streaming, as well as participate in Sunday
school, Bible study, youth group virtual meetings, and additional services, all of which will be
made available online. Additionally, each parish shall provide its congregation with a call-in
number which may be used for guidance and support for our parishioners.

We are united in prayer with our brothers and sisters in Egypt and throughout the world, under
the leadership and guidance of our holy father His Holiness Pope Tawadros 11, who sent us the
following message: "The Lord Jesus Christ protect you all It is an exceptional period which
shall pass speedily and normal life shall be resumed. My sincere love and wishes for
recovery, health and peace.”

May our Lord provide healing for all of humanity and strengthen your faith through His
presence.
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